
 

 
 

1. Do not attempt to read an entire chapter in one night; try 20-30 minute chunks of time until you’ve made 
it through. It helps you retain the information better. You’ll also get a better night’s sleep without 
completing a college-level textbook assignment the night before it’s due. 

2. Be sure the time you set aside is distraction-free: no phones pinging, no Snapchattery, no TV, no music, no 
siblings. The 20-30 minutes will go faster without the distractions. 

3. Start by skimming the chapter, see what’s in it and get an idea of what’s going on. See if you can identify 
any big themes at play: change, comparison, connection, and context.  

4. Turn to the last page, with the definitions and questions. Note what you’re supposed to actually be doing 
as you read. Start at the beginning with the opening vignette (little story at the start of the chapter) and 
work your way through 3-4 chunks (sections), taking notes as you go. This should take about 15-20 
minutes, use the last 10-ish minutes to fill in any definitions you encountered and take notes that are 
relevant to the questions you need to answer. 

a. About Taking Notes: 
i. If you come across a word you don’t know, look it up. You have to increase your 

vocabulary, not just for AP World, but for the SAT and for being an adult. 
ii. To help you figure out what the author’s point is, take each bold heading you come across 

and turn it into a question. For example, if the heading says “Mongols in China”, you can 
turn it into “Why and how did the Mongols invade China?” and then find evidence in the 
section that answers the question. 

iii. Use the questions in the margins to help you figure out the themes and important 
information. Create bulleted lists of the important information. 

iv. Use these notes to not only help you answer your homework questions, but review for 
your quiz. Review the night before, the morning before, in lunch before, and in passing 
time before the quiz. The more often you read the information, the more of it will stick in 
your brain. 

5. After a few nights, as you’ve made your way through the entire chapter, finalize the “What’s the 
Significance” definitions, begin to figure out your thesis/claims for the “Big Picture Questions”, and find 
your supportive evidence. 

6. The next night, finish up your thoughts for the “Big Picture Questions”. Use ACE/TEA to guide your 
answers. 

7. Type up all of your answers into Word or Pages. As you type, edit your answers. Ensure there’s tons of 
analysis (lots of the key words: because, which caused, due to…lots of similarities/differences, 
changes/continuities, and context…think social studies). I would recommend saving it as a “.pdf” file on 
the Desktop, to make it easier to load into TurnItIn.com. 

8. Use TurnItIn.com to upload your final, amazing homework, then wait for the next chapter to be posted 
and start all over again. ☺ 

 
 
 
 


